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*' You knew, who knew not, Astrophill?
.... Of him you know his merit such,

I connot say, you heare, too much."
" His personage seemed most divine,

To heare him speake and sweetly smile
You were in Paradise the while.

"A sweet attractive kinde of grace,
A full assurance given by lookes,
Continuall comfort in a face....." l

In his refinement and resolution, his charm and distinction, he was precisely
the man whom a girl of fifteen might spontaneously welcome as an embodiment
of "valour and vertue": commended alike by scholars and warriors; respected
by Princes; and described by her own father as his "chiefest comforte."

l"An fflegie or Friends passion for his Aftrophill"  By Matthew Roydon.  In Spenser's " Astrophel"
1595.  Title page E.E., under date,